
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 September, 2015
Between 7.30pm and 8.10pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES
Present
Andrew Robbins – Chair, Cllrs Brian Corbett, Clare Thorpe, Steven Farrell and Sally Harris

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Brian & Rose Milne, PC Colin Heath & Robert Devonport.

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Tully.

2. Declarations of interest – None were raised. 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – The Clerk confirmed there had been no request for a topic to be raised.

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Clerk’s report was received and agreed. It was noted 
the consultation for the proposals of the traffic calming closed on 26 August. The Clerk advised he had 
contacted NCC and awaited a response on progress, next steps and timescales.  

b) item 5b: Play Area lighting: It was noted the NCC had confirmed no planning permission was required for the
installation of a solar light on the play area footpath providing the column did not exceed 4 metres in height 
and was installed by or on behalf of the Parish Council. It was agreed to postpone discussion until the 
October meeting as Cllr Tully was not in attendance and had been dealing with the matter. It was also agreed 
that contact needed to be made with local residents to advise the plans and proposed location of the light.  

c) item 5d: Defibrillator and first aid training: The Chair confirmed that the defibrillator units had now been 
delivered to the Stephen Carey Fund. Wording was now being added to the boxes and installation should be 
undertaken very soon. The Chair also advised that it had been agreed with the Memorial Hall committee that 
the defibrillator would be fitted within the alcove on the side entrance. Training would be provided that is 
open to all residents to attend and details would be shared when known.   

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for July & August 2015: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Reimbursement of payment for replacement swing seats: The payment of £65.00 plus VAT for two replacement 
seats was agreed.  

c) Payment of invoice for printing of latest Newsletter: It was agreed to make the payment of £184.71 to Jane 
Cartridge as reimbursement of payment to Azure Printing for printing of recent edition of the Newsletter. It 
was reported that these funds were met by donations and advertisements to the newsletter.   

d) Payment of invoice for hire of Memorial Hall: It was agreed to make the payment of £30.00 for hire of hall for 
April, May and June meetings.   

f) Invoice from C. Mowatt: The Clerk advised he had not received an invoice as yet for the grass cutting and it 
was agreed to add to the agenda next month. 

7. Planning 
a) 15NP0042: Construction of 26 new build holiday lodges: Caravan site, Otterburn Hall grounds, Otterburn, NE19 1HE: 
The Clerk provided details of an update he had received from Chris Stanworth (NNPA Planning). It was 
believed the earliest the application would be covered by the Committee would be 7 October. The Clerk 
advised a revised application had just been received and comments were required by 11 September. It was 
agreed the Clerk would review and share with the Councillors to provide decision and comments. 
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8. New Business
a) Review of local bus services: The Clerk confirmed details received from Kirsten Francis as a result of the 
challenges made to the initial bus service changes. A Tuesday Hexham service will be reintroduced from 15 
September. Additionally the Saturday service from Newcastle will again depart at 17:20. It was explained that 
that the decision to move the final stop in Newcastle to St Thomas Street instead of Eldon Square was to 
save approximately £1,000 a year.      

b) Local Transport Programme 2016-17:  After discussion it was agreed the three priorities should remain as they 
are presently i.e. removal of central line in road alongside the Castle Hotel, Installation of Gateway and 
moving the 30MPH flashing sign further to edge of the village at the Jedburgh side. It was agreed an 
interactive sign indicating the speed of vehicles would be beneficial and it was suggested it would be 
considered next year.   

c) Overgrown Otterburn trail:  It was noted that the trail alongside Percy Arms was overgrown. The Clerk 
reported he had heard from Tony Derbyshire (NCC) advising that part of the trail was a ‘permissive’ path, 
not recorded as a right of way and as such does not come under their remit for maintenance.  Cllr Harris 
advised she would enquire whether Landmarc could potentially cut it back.

d) Harbottle Doctors surgery:  It was acknowledged that there was a meeting that night regarding the closure of 
the surgery. It was known many people currently with Harbottle were registering with a different surgery, 
Bellingham being the most popular for Otterburn residents. The Councillors expressed their concern over the
matter.

e) Revitalising Redesdale HLF bid:  Cllr Thorpe reported on the meeting she attended on 30 July with the bid 
assessors. She advised the Nick Brodin of Natural England was positive about the bid made and optimistic 
about the outcome that should be known in October.  

f) Consultation on planning protocols:  There was discussion regarding the implications of the NCC planning 
protocols. It was confirmed Cllrs Robbins, Tully and Harris were attending the training sessions. 

g) Definitive Map Modification Order (No 7) of 2012:  The Clerk’s report was received and agreed. 

h) Ray Wind farm:  The Clerk advised of the contact he had received from Vattenfall regarding the Ray Wind 
farm development. It was agreed there would be considerable interest across the community and the Clerk 
was asked to invite a representative to a Parish Council meeting. 

9. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council 

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 6 October, 2015 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  

Surgery – There was further discussion regarding the development and revised application regarding the 
lodges at the Otterburn Hall estate.   
Meeting closed at 8.10pm
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